__________________________________________
The rediscovery of the crypt came about by
chance; in 1779 a workman, digging a hole for a
grave in the chancel floor, broke through the
vaulting of south-west compartment of the crypt
and tumbled headlong into it!

__________________________________________
More information on the church can be found in
leaflets in the church, and in Dr H.M.Taylor’s book
“St Wystan’s Church Repton. A Guide and History”
on sale in the church: and at the church website:
reptonchurch.uk

In 1802 a charnel-house (a building where human
skeletal remains were stored), stood against the
north wall of the chancel. This was removed in
order to build a coach-house on the level ground,
uncovering all the features round the crypt.
Workmen rediscovered the steps leading to the
door in the northern side of the crypt and
replaced them with new steps beside the chancel,
cutting away parts of the plinths.
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Inside the church, the top 4 steps of the north
flight to the crypt, date from 1886 when the level
of the church floor was altered.•• The rails were
added in 1937 as a memorial to Francis Shaw.•In
1950 the south-west stairway from the crypt was
opened out and considerably repaired.
From 1974 to 1988 investigations within the
church and major archaeological excavations
around the church were carried out under the
direction of Martin and Birthe Biddle and Harold
Taylor.••When they left, the area to the north of
the chancel was landscaped and a short flight of
steps running north-south was built to replace the
nineteenth century flight, which had been
damaged by the excavations.
In 1998 major restoration was carried out with
generous help from English Heritage and the
Getty Foundation.
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Here in the quiet you may speak to God
Here you may cast your burdens on him
Here you may seek strength for the present and
courage for the future
Then go on your way rejoicing
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